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Introduction

A home is a specific type of place. A place that is inhabited by all sorts of 

people and one that is defined by the wants and needs of a person, couple 

or family. We care about making beautiful homes and spaces for people to 

use and live in, whether it is a subtle intervention to change the use of an 

existing room or the complete design of a new house brought to life from 

an aspirational brief. We are passionate and committed to creating these 

places.

FlowerKittle was founded in 2014 by David Flower and Paul Kittle. The 

practice is based on the outskirts of London/Surrey and our work is 

predominantly based in London and its outer areas but does include some 

projects further afield in Hampshire and Staffordshire.

We work at all stages of a design project, from the inception of an idea, 

through the construction stages to completion and we will help to guide 

you through them.

We created this publication to help you understand our design approach 

and philosophy towards building your home.

Larksborough Site Plan
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Where you live

We respond to each project individually by assessing the potential strengths 

and weaknesses of an existing building and surrounding area. Sometimes 

the local character or historic setting of a place can inform the design or set 

up certain constraints that need to be addressed in relation to the building.

It is important that buildings contribute to the continuity of the built 

environment that surrounds them; that they add value to the character 

of a place and that we work hard to incorporate the inherent qualities of 

an existing building that we both care about. This does not mean that 

buildings cannot push boundaries. Whilst being respectful, it is important 

that buildings show purpose even within sensitive areas. It is part of the 

design process to establish this balance and identify elements that would 

be beneficial to retain. This could be an old fireplace, a window arch or 

something discovered during the building process.  

We have obtained listed building consent and local planning approval on 

a number of buildings by having a constructive, open dialogue with local 

planning authorities. This requires clear, well-expressed presentations that 

aim to firstly define a stance towards building within the neighbourhood 

but also importantly, to engage with local people’s views and use it as on 

opportunity to have an honest dialogue with them.
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Larksborough Massing Options
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We have designed domestic projects of varying scales in many different 

locations across London and further afield. Each has a very specific set of 

initial strands of enquiry that we pursue at the very outset to understand the 

project. Some of these include:

Site and topographical layout 

Site Analysis/ Condition Survey of existing buildings

Site Constraints

Orientation

Relationship to context and landscape

Historical context

Massing

Site Ownership and Boundary

Rights of Light

Party Wall

Easements

Access

Planning Context

Canal Basin Dwelling Site Plan

Webbs Barn House, sketch
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Lyewood Cottage Elevations
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How we work

The process of design and the exploration of an idea in the early stages 

will contribute towards a holistic brief that targets people’s needs and 

expectations. We have open discussions with our clients to identify their 

specific aspirations and understand how their family will use the spaces. 

Our designs importantly consider the future use of their home and the 

impact this will have on the way the use of a space may change over time.

We are fascinated by the materiality of building and the physical act of craft 

making; specifically, how a material can tie into the existing fabric, how 

materials work next to each other, what they feel like to touch, to look at, 

their colour and the way they can influence the design of a space. 

Our designs develop alongside a project brief towards a resolved and 

coordinated set of information. At the various stages, we incorporate 

and coordinate information from other consultants such as a structural 

engineer or a services engineer to ensure that the design is feasible and 

fully understood when communicated to potential builders. We will prepare 

the information for the various statutory approvals and can obtain prices 

from builders based on the information we submit.

We will guide you through the process at every stage of the project, speaking 

in clear terms and programming time for these conversations to happen.

Florence Road, Existing frontage

Larksborough, Roof corner junction
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Tintagel Court, interior sketch
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Working projects

Lyewood Cottage, Ropley - Hampshire

Listed building internal alterations and rear extension. 

Lyewood Cottage is a grade II listed dwelling first erected in the 16th century 

with later additions in the 17th and 18th century. The thatched-roof cottage 

and its outbuildings are located in the East Hampshire village of Ropley and 

is part of a collection of listed buildings within the village contributing to the 

original Saxon Royal Estate.

FlowerKittle are currently providing full architectural services in collaboration 

with CMF property consultants. The project recently obtained planning 

and listed building consent after a pre-application consultation with the 

conservation officer, and an open dialogue with the officer at full planning 

stage to achieve permission. Method statements were required for alterations 

to existing internal features such as fireplaces, and the proposed extension 

required a sensitive response to the existing house and particularly the 

thatched roof. 

North Hill Avenue, Highgate - London

North Hill Avenue is an existing 3-storey terraced house based in a 

conservation area in Highgate North London. The end of terrace property 

forms boundaries with 3 other properties located within an affluent area of 

London.

The design brief was for a new extension to the rear of the property to 

increase the space at ground floor, and transform the way the young couple 

inhabited and entertained at their home. Utilising the practice’s knowledge 

of the local and national town planning legislations meant that the project 

could fast track without the need for full planning permission. The technical 

design development involved a rigorous level of detail to what may have 

been considered as a standard extension. Understanding the client’s 

specific design requirements and aesthetic means that the property will 

uncover an industrial aesthetic with polished concrete floors, slim bi-folding 

doors and exposed polished concrete lintels.

North Hill Avenue, bi-folding door 
construction detail
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Bell Road, section through kitchen,
construction drawing
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Larksborough Cottage, Whitchurch - Hampshire

New Build

Located in a rural setting in a conservation area, Larksborough Cottage 

is situated near to an area of outstanding natural beauty in Whitchurch 

Hampshire. The private clients and their two children occupied a triangular 

site with an existing 1950’s bungalow occupying the centre of the site. 

The design brief was for the demolition of the existing bungalow, to be 

replaced by a complete new-build ‘barn style’ 4 bedroom dwelling, with 

spacious open plan living at ground floor and a materiality true to the oak 

framed construction and timber weatherboarding envelope. The changing 

brief throughout the project included additions of a two space garage and 

a full footprint basement level for a media/cinema room.

FlowerKittle provided architectural services in collaboration with CMF 

property consultants on the project upto the planning stages which 

required in depth discussions and consultations with the local authority and 

the conservation officer. Amendments were made to obtain planning which 

involved numerous design changes to the external envelope relating to 

glazing configurations and the addition of a basement level. Environmentally, 

provisions for permanent bat accommodation were required after the 

instruction of a bat survey identifying a bat population on site.

For phase two of the project, FlowerKittle architects are providing full 

architectural services for the addition of ‘summer house’ or separate ‘garden 

room’ to the North West of the site. Like with phase one of the project the 

initial feasibility studies and planning stages will require a design to integrate 

with the rural context and conservation area, but also the completed house. 

The proposals present an opportunity to provide a contemporary twist to 

the rural identity of an agricultural shed currently found at the base of the 

site.Larksborough, Phase 2, 
New Build Pavilion
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Larksborough, Phase 1 
New Build House


